
1 

 

 Friday 10th December 2021 
 

The Learning for Life Partnership t/a Shavington Primary School. Registered in England and Wales, Registration Number 9675372 
Registered Office: Leighton Academy, Minshull New Road, Crewe, CW1 3PP  

Weekly Newsletter 

Shavington Primary School 
 

Southbank Avenue, Shavington, Crewe, CW25BP 

Principal: Mrs R Nicholls 

Tel: 01270 661527 

Email: admin@shavingtonpri.cheshire.sch.uk 

 

mailto:admin@shavingtonpri.cheshire.sch.uk


2 

 

Important Information 

Shavington Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

 

General Information 

This section contains general information in relation to school life. It is intended to keep you informed and up to date with what’s 
happening in school. Kind Regards,  Mrs Rachael Nicholls  

WC  13/11/2021 Week 1 for lunch  

The Pantomime visit (1-6) 
It is with a very heavy heart that we have made the incredibly difficult decision to cancel the panto visits for years 1-6. I am fully aware of the sadness this 
will cause our children and for that I am truly sorry.  I have done a zoom assembly today with all classes from years 1-6 to explain this decision to them.  

 
As I said last week this decision has been continually under review considering our local situation and the national guidance. I am sure you are all fully 

aware of the new restrictions in place for next week. Again, as you know we have had cases of Covid in years 6C and 4B but thankfully they seem to have 
settled.  We want to try and make sure you are all able to enjoy Christmas, whereas one case of Omicron would mean 10 days of self -isolation for many 

children and families.  
 

Our staffing situation has been challenging to say the least with staff illness at an all-time high, this has been mostly non Covid related. We have had 
several staff in hospital and very poorly. This is major concern in arranging a large-scale visit like the panto as we work to a much higher ratio of staff and 

volunteers to children for the purpose of the coach journey and the theatre. It's simply impossible to meet this ratio currently.  
 

The DfE have said these events can go ahead, but it is up to schools to risk assess these events to see if they are viable. Cheshire East has the highest 
number of positive cases across the Cheshire and Merseyside area in primary aged children and, under the guidance from Cheshire East Local Authority, 

we have enhanced measures in place that are advised by the local public health team.  
 

I have a duty of care to pupils, families, and staff and I cannot allow anything to go ahead if I have concerns over safety. If we had an outbreak because of 
the event going ahead then as we know this will result with families finding themselves self-isolating over Christmas yet again as our school community 

was hit hard with Covid last Christmas which means many of our families were not able to see loved ones at this time. 
 
 

On top of that I need to consider the normal requirements of organising and attending a trip such as this e.g. staffing ratios, only using DBS volunteers, 
maintaining our classes indoor bubbles which impacts not only on the Panto venue but in the coaches where the classes have to be mixed because of 

numbers, the needs of individual pupils whether that be SEN or health that may require further additional adult support to name just a few, all of which 
we are able to manage as we have done so successfully prior to Covid. Covid adds another layer to all these factors which I must consider ensuring I feel 

the trip is safe (Covid, adult supervision, maintaining my RA) to go ahead for all concerned.  
 

There is a great deal of considerations to consider under the health and safety remit alongside the impact of Covid.  
 

I fully appreciate as I see first-hand the impact Covid is having on our families, but I do not feel that I can mitigate against all the considered risk. Therefore, 
I must make a very difficult decision that it is not safe at this time to continue as planned, which also leaves us as a school feeling very frustrated and 

disappointed for our children.  
 

We have always had a plan B as we always knew this may happen. All children will be able to access a virtual interactive Pantomime next week. We will be 
having treats and drinks and timetabling a session for each class to watch and enjoy the panto in their classes, shouting and singing in true Panto style! 

 
The FOSPS have very kindly offered to pay for all treats and drinks for the whole school and so everyone that has already paid for the panto now will be 

refunded.  
 

I would like to thank all the parents who have sent messages of support today, it is very much appreciated and means a lot to us all.   Once again, I can only 
apologise for the upset this will cause, but I feel I have no other choice at this time. 
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General Information 

This section contains general information in relation to school life. It is intended to keep you informed and up to date with what’s 
happening in school. Kind Regards,  Mrs Rachael Nicholls  

 

Face coverings 
I am asking for parents to consider supporting us by wearing face coverings when 

coming onto the school site at drop off and pick up. I fully appreciate this isn't national 
guidance, and we can't and won't enforce this. However, I am appealing to you to work 
with us and where possible wear a face covering to help families feel an extra layer of 

protection at these busy times. If you can do this it would be much appreciated to help 
us keep Christmas isolations to a minimum for all.  

 
Brin the sniffer dog 

A huge thank you to CI Jesson and PC Walker for bringing the very talented Brin to meet 
years 2-6 this week. The children loved seeing Brin in action and gained an 

understanding into the life of a working sniffer dog. 
 

Swab Squad Competition 
Attached is a competition for primary aged children which has been organised by the 
Swab Squad. The prize is a hamper of local produce. We have been asked by the local 

authority to publicise this with our families. Good luck! 
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Nursery - Miss Johnson 

Star of the Week 

Callum Wood  

Wow we have had so much fun this week exploring lots 
of Christmas activities. We have helped decorate our 

mini Christmas tree, wrapped lots of presents in block 
play with the wrapping paper we made in the creative 

area, and enjoyed an amazing turkey dinner in the home 
corner. 

 
We also enjoyed a lovely trip up to St. Mark’s to learn all 

about the nativity story. We made a lovely angel and 
also a gift box with a lovely surprise inside for someone 
special. We have put lots of pictures on Tapestry for you 

to see. 
 

Next week we will be enjoying even more Christmas 
activities and getting ready for our Christmas party on 

Friday. 

Shavington Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 

Year 1 - Mrs Hunter, Mrs Barber &  Mrs Jones 

Star of the Week 

1J - Renae Vickers     1HB - Iona Lloyd 

This week we completed our Nibbles the book monster 
English work and completed our writing as a diary 

entry written as Nibbles! 
 

We have been looking at 2 and 3D shapes in Maths and 
think we are pretty good at remembering their names!! 

Maybe you can ask us, and we can show what we 
know! 

 
We have completed our Christmas recordings and can’t 

wait to compile and share them with you! During our 
last week countdown, we plan to enjoy the festive 

period together, doing lots of Christmassy things, like 
cards and crafts 

 
Have a lovely weekend, 

 
 

Reception - Mrs Earl, Mrs Hurst & Mr Wakefield 

Star of the Week 

RW - Alex Clark    REH - Lyla Deakin Thompson  

We have had another busy week in Reception this week in the lead 
up to Christmas. 

 
In Literacy the children have enjoyed making labels for Christmas 
presents. We are so impressed with how much the children have 

already improved with their writing and how they are now using their 
phonics knowledge to write much more independently.  

 
Our role play has also changed into a toy shop and the children have 

loved working in here to make new toys and sell them to their 
friends. 

 
In our Maths work this week the children have been looking at 

positional and directional language to describe where an object is 
located.  

 
On Wednesday the children walked to the church in preparation for 

our Nativity and the children enjoyed completing lots of different 
activities. 

 

We hope everyone has a super weekend.   

Year 2 - Mrs Bloor & Mr Hazeldine 

Star of the Week 

2B - Madison Coombs    2H - George McMeeken 

This week in Year 2, we have been busy practising for our 
Christmas Assembly which we will film next week for you to 

watch. 
Please can you send in a Christmas jumper for your children 

to wear on Tuesday. 2B will not be doing PE on Tuesday as we 
will be busy filming but 2H will still be doing their PE with Mr 

Slaney. 
 

In Maths, we have started a new topic on multiplication and 
division. We have been making sure that we put things into 

equal groups and we have been using the “x” sign. 
 

In English, we have been writing fact sheets. We wrote down 
everything we knew about cats and then made a fact sheet 

with various headings. They look amazing. 
 

Buddy the Elf has been up to his tricks in Year 2. He has 
wrapped the Christmas tree in toilet paper and pulled the 

Christmas crackers!!! 
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Shavington Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 

Year 6 - Miss Chapman 
 

Star of the Week 

Autumn Lennon  

In our Maths sessions this week, we have finished our final unit of 
Fractions. We have been using bar models to help us understand 
and represent finding fractions of an amount. We have also been 

using our problem-solving skills to crack codes related to multiplying 
and dividing by multiples of 10 and using BIDMAS. 

 
In English, we have been using modal verbs and understanding the 
point of view from an Indonesian Farmer. We have discussed why 

some farmers end up poaching Tigers due to hardship and economic 
struggles. 

 
On Tuesday, we had an exciting afternoon as we had a 4-legged 

visitor in the school. The local Police brought in one of their Tracker 
dogs Brynn and taught us about how they are used in the police 

force. 
In our Topic lessons, we have been investigating our Science topic of 

animal classification and creating fact files about each individual 
animal and their characteristics. 

 
Have a lovely weekend, homework is online this week for Prodigy 

and an English online quiz.  
 

One more week to go! 

Year 3 Miss Simms & Miss Hennahane 

Star of the Week 

3S - Louie Williams    3H - Stefan Cooke  

 

This week in English we have finished reading our 'Winter's Child' 
book. The children have been working very hard on similes and 

adjectives to describe the characters and the setting. They have then 
used these skills to begin to re-write the Winter's Child story. 

 
In Maths this week we have continued with times tables. The 

children have been answering worded problems and have been 
trying to increase their speed when answering questions. We have 

also looked at halving and doubling. 
 

In Science this week we have started to look at rocks. We looked at 
lots of different kinds of rocks and used descriptions to help us to 

classify rocks into different groups. 
 

We have finished our guided reading book this week. Our book is 
called Ice Palace and it has had the children on the edge of their 

seats. They had lots of fun predicting the ending and deciding what 
should happen once the book finished. 

 
Have a lovely, restful weekend! 

 

Year 4 - Mr Lawrie & Mrs Banfield  

Star of the Week 

4L - Hugo Wilson  4B - Mollie Phillips  

It's nearly Christmas!! 
 

We had a visit from Mrs Standley and a colleague this week who 
brought in a tracker dog for the kids to see! It was a great experience 

for the children who also learnt about the role of the police in the 
community and had the opportunity to ask a lot of questions. 

 
In Maths this week we have been creating our own times tables 

board games and researching existing games and what makes them 
enjoyable to play. In English, we have started to write our diary 

entries for our class book, Leon and the Place Between - the children 
have produced some great work in this. They have also listened well 

to our instructions and worked well as a team. 
 

In Science, we have continued to learn about sound and in topic we 
have been comparing countries, focusing on countries in the African 

continent. 
 

Well done to Year 4 on their improving times tables results so far. 
It's been amazing to see the year group make progress from 

whatever their starting points and we are so proud! 
 

Have a great weekend! 

Year 5 - Miss Spencer & Miss Moseley 
 

Star of the week 

5S – Ethan Mohr      5M - George Cooke  
 

The Christmas countdown has started in Year 5! 
 

In English this week, we have been focusing on editing and 
finishing our final writing piece for this half term. There have 

been some fantastic traditional tales produced! 
 

In Maths, we have continued with our area and perimeter 
unit and have been using our skills to solve problems. 

 
In topic, we have continued to investigate more about the 
Maya people and their beliefs, looking at the many Maya 

gods and landmarks that were significant to them. 
 

In RE, we looked at what advent is and made our own advent 
calendars about promises that we will make. 

 
Have a lovely weekend, 

 
The Year 5 team :) 
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Lisa Hulse  

for being so helpful and a rock through our Y3/4 staffing shortage 

 

All staff  

For all pulling together when needed  

 

Miss Hulse, Mrs Wain, Mrs Wollaston and Mrs Doorbar  

for being the most amazing team players and supporting classes 

where we have had staff absence. Our children are very lucky to 

have such flexible, dedicated, caring teaching assistants. You are 

very much appreciated and valued team players!   
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