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Important Information 

Shavington Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

 

General Information 
This section contains general information in relation to school life. It is intended to keep you informed and up to date with 
what’s happening in school. Kind Regards,  Mrs Rachael Nicholls  

WC 17/05/2021 Week 2 for lunch  

New Guidance for School 
New guidance has been released this week. Very little has changed for us in schools so we will continue to work with the 

RA as it stands until the end of the year. I sent a most up to date copy last week with some minor changes for the RP and 

year 1. This week I have attended a meeting with the Learning For Life Partnership as well as a meeting with the Local 

authority to look at the implications for schools.  

Considering these meetings and the guidance we are going to make some very minor changes over the next week. These 

will include allowing staff the flexibility to alter classroom layouts so some classes may well move back to groups of tables 

rather than rows. We are also going to allow parallel classes to have play times together e.g., 2H & 2B will play in the 

same area. Classes will remain in their class bubbles when working indoors. Children can bring their book bag with their 

home school diary into school daily rather than on the set days they have been. We will be continuing with strict hand 

hygiene and ask parents to do the same to support with this.  

We will be continuing with good ventilation of indoor spaces and remaining in our bubbles within school. 

I fully appreciate that as life slowly starts to take steps to get back to normal, we want the same for our school, but I am 

very mindful that our school guidance is different, and we want to ensure we are maintaining our RA in line with the 

guidance we currently have. I know you will continue to work with us and support us to offer as much normality for our 

children and staff whilst maintaining good hygiene practices so we can stay open and minimise the spread of the virus as 

well as reduce the risks of possible classes closures.  

Congratulations 
A big congratulations to Mr Jordan who got engaged at the weekend!!! We wish Mr Jordan and his lovely fiancé all the 

very best! 
 

We would also like to congratulate Miss Gawn.  As you are aware Miss Gawn has been working at Wheelock Primary 
School as Acting Head and will continue to do so until the end of the year. However, from September Miss Gawn will be 

starting a new role within the trust. 
 

Message from Miss Gawn: 
“Following a successful acting headship within The Learning for Life Partnership , I have been offered a 

permanent appointment as the Principal of Daven Primary School in Congleton. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time at Shavington Primary as the Deputy Headteacher and SENCo. It has been a privilege to work with staff, 

children, and the Local Advisory Board. Over the years I have worked alongside many of you during challenging 
times and Shavington Primary will always hold a special place in my heart. I will still work closely with staff at 

Shavington Primary when I start my new post and will continue to take a special interest in SEN provision 
across the partnership.” 

 
Although we will be sad to see Miss Gawn leave Shavington we of course are extremely happy for her and wish her every 

success in her new role.   
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New Year 1 maternity leave teacher 
I am pleased to inform you that we have appointed Samantha Jones, to cover Miss Wilks maternity leave in year 1. 

Samantha Jones will be coming to Shavington next week to meet the children and start working with our staff. She will 
start at Shavington on Monday 7th June. She has lots of experience working with children in year 1.  The rest of the year 
1 staff team will continue to work with our year 1 children. Miss Proudlove and Mrs Doorbar have done an amazing job 
working within the year 1 strong team of staff to provide stability and continuity for our children whilst Miss Wilks has 

been working remotely in line with Covid guidance around staff reaching 28 weeks of pregnancy. I know Samantha is very 
excited to join our team and I know we will all welcome her.  

 

Absences 

Can I please remind parents in line with our attendance policy it is parents' responsibility to call school to inform us if 

their child is unable to attend school and the reason as to why. Parents should do this before 9.30am. The absence 

answer phone is always available to leave a message, parents can email into the admin  mailbox 

(admin@shavingtonpri.cheshire.sch.uk)  or phone the office (661527)  A child absence will be logged as unauthorised if 

we have had no contact from a child's parent or carer.  

Parking 
Can I please also remind all parents and carers to treat each other with respect when dropping off and picking up our 

children. We are all busy and may well be in a rush in a morning. We are also aware that parking is difficult and this adds 
to people's stress, but I urge parents to be considerate and be kind. This week is mental health awareness week, I saw a 

quote this week. 
Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you know nothing about. Be Kind ALWAYS. 

 

Attendance 
 With national restrictions easing around travel, families may be tempted to take leave in term time. I have been asked to 

write to parents by the local authority to remind parents that 10 sessions of unauthorised leave can result in a £60 
penalty notice per parent per child, escalating to £120 if not paid within 21 days. We have also been informed that the 

Penalty Notice panel have again started to meet weekly to review school requests for leave in term time penalty notices. 
  

The Principles of Attendance document shared in September 2020 and March 2021 advises – 
  

“There is no entitlement to leave during term time for the purpose of a holiday. Each Headteacher can determine what 
constitutes an exceptional circumstance and authorise leave based on individual cases. 

Due to the pandemic and restrictions on travel, schools will need to consider some additional factors when assessing 
requests for exceptional leave. Whilst we expect every child to attend school, some families will want to travel to see 

other family members who they have not been able to visit since lock-down or to pay respects to those who have passed 
away. There will also be families who have been asked to rebook a holiday or are in receipt of travel vouchers; these may 

have a use by date. 
Key workers may also be restricted to when they can take leave from their workplace. All requests for exceptional leave 

will need to be treated sensitively backed with supporting evidence to support a parent’s request." 
 

We are still recommending wherever possible that parents take holidays in school holiday breaks.  
 

If you need to request an absence a request form will need to be filled in, these are available via request from the office  
 

End of year photographs 
We are currently trying to arrange with Academy photography to have class photographs done in school before the end 
of this year. We are also hopeful to be able to arrange individual leavers photos for our year 6 children. We will keep you 

updated. 
 

Year 6 Prom 
We have been trying to see if we can arrange this for our year 6 leavers. The new guidance has been released and very 
little has changed for school so even though things are opening more widely, guidance for schools is still very much the 
same. We haven't given up, but it is looking like it is going to be very tricky for us to be able to organise this due to the 

guidance schools must work with and the guidance hospitality venues must work with. Once again, I will keep you 
updated. 

 

Football 
It has been great to compete in our first sporting competition in a long time. The Year 3/4 football team had the 

opportunity to play in a competition at the Crewe Alexandra stadium. They did absolutely amazing winning the whole 
tournament and didn't concede a goal all day. Well done. :) 

 

 
 



4 

 

Nursery - Miss Johnson 

Star of the Week 

Blake Edwards 

Nursery have had a busy week with our transport 
topic this week. We have been helping Bigfoot 

bear stay safe while he is in London by teaching 
all about how to cross the road safely. We know 

we have to use our looking eyes and listening 
ears. We even practised on the playground with 

our toy car and traffic lights. 
We also conducted a traffic survey and saw lots 
of cars, vans and even a lorry. We didn’t see any 
helicopters or boats on the road though like Miss 

Johnson thought!  
We have been learning about shapes this week 

and practising our listening skills with lots of 
different games.  

Next week we will be learning about emergency 
vehicles.  

Shavington Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 

Year 1 - Mrs Hunter & Mrs Barber & Miss Wilks 

Star of the Week 

1W - Evie Herring  

1HB - Lucie Farrington 

We have had a fab week planting seeds this 
week as part of our Science project. We have 
been learning all about what plants need to 

survive and we will be monitoring our plants; 
making sure that we are looking after them 

and helping them to grow. 
In English we have been planning a party for 

the Hoctopize as he has lost his favourite 
teddy. We have been focusing on using '-ing' 

words in our writing.  
In Maths we have been looking more at 

sharing into equal groups in preparation for 
division. 

 
Have a great weekend. 

Reception - Mrs Earl, Mrs Hurst & Mr Wakefield 

Star of the Week 

RW - Isabella Edge  
REH - Marley Grant 

 

In Reception this week we have been thinking about the bear 
from our story Silly Doggy. We have looked at bear enclosures 

in zoos and thought about what bears need to keep them 
safe, happy and healthy. We've had a go at designing our own 

and making them from lego and duplo.  In our writing 
sessions we have been writing about the animals we would 

see on a drive through a safari park. 
 

In Maths we have been continuing our work with number 
lines to help us with our calculations. The children have been 
using a dice and then physically jumping up and down a giant 
number line to count on or back. We have also been learning 

how to use the iPads this week and the children can now 
open up the ipads and select a chosen app. We have then 

been exploring how to use the different features located on 
the app 'Doodle Buddy.' 

 
It has been lovely to speak to so many of you for parents 

evening and look forward to catching up with the rest of you 
next week. If you haven't made an appointment yet, please 

phone the school office. 

Year 2 - Mrs Bloor & Mr Hazeldine 

Star of the Week 

2B -  Oliver Heywood 

2H - Aubrey Weatherall 

This week in Year 2 we have continued to work on fractions in 
Maths. We have been looking at equivalent fractions and 

whole numbers. Everyone is trying really hard as some of the 
work is quite tricky!! 

In English, we have been reading more of “The Last Wolf”. We 
have been finding out about bears and an animal called a 

lynx, as they are animals that no longer live in our forests. We 
have also been finding out about compound words – we were 

able to think of lots of compound words. 

In Geography, we have been recapping physical and human 
features. We thought about things which are man-made or 

have been created by nature. 

Just a reminder that we collect reading books back in on 
Fridays. 
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Shavington Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 

Year 6 - Miss Brock, Mrs McGregor & Miss Kinsey 
Star of the Week 

6k - Eliza Carson 

6B -  Harry Fox Hutchinson 

This week in Year 6 we have started our new English text ‘Manfish’. 

We began by creating poems from the perspective of an underwater 

diver. We then moved on to researching the famous diver Jacques 

Cousteau, creating a knowledge organizer about his life, ensuring we 

used our SPaG focus’ for the week of verbs and relative clauses.  

In Science we have started our new topic of ‘Electricity’. 6B looked at 

the history of electricity, whilst 6K looked at comparing old and 

modern appliances, and looked at the impact electricity had on 

these.  

In Topic we started our new topic of ‘The Titanic’. We looked at a 

brief history of the ship itself, and the one and only voyage it didn’t 

get to complete. We created a lovely fact file poster to display our 

research. We are really excited to find out more about the ship in 

the next few weeks!  

Well done to our tag rugby team! They qualified for the Cheshire 

Finals back in the Autumn term, and they represented us again this 

week. It was a different format to the usual competition, having 

their team being recorded completing a series of tasks, fingers 

crossed for another great result!  

Have a lovely weekend    

Year 3 Miss Simms & Mr Jordan 

Star of the Week 

3S - Lizzie Mair 

3J - Reuben Spencer 

We have had a lovely time in Year 3 this week, despite the 
weather not making its mind up. In English, the children have 

written some fantastic sentences using the conjunction 
because and therefore. We have been very impressed with 
how the children have come to term with how they can be 

used within sentences. 
 

In Maths, we have continued to look at fractions. After a bit 
of a rocky start comparing fractions with different 

denominators, the children have understood how to add and 
subtract fractions with the same denominator. The children 
have also done a lot of computing this week, creating some 
brilliant PowerPoints about Whales and being game testers, 

trying to figure out how a game works. 
 

Miss Simms' class have also been joined by Miss Heikkuri, 
who currently training to become a teacher. She has made a 

lovely impact so far and hope the children enjoy learning 
from her throughout the duration of her stay with us. 

We hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Year 4—Mr Lawrie & Miss Spencer 

Star of the Week 

4L - Mason Cornes 

4S - Etahnah Wilson 

Happy Friday! 
 

This week we have enjoyed spending time with two adults 
that have come to work in Year 4,Miss Watson and Miss 

Bromont. In maths, we have been looking at units of time and 
also been practicing telling the time. To support us with this, 

could you also check your child knows what time it is at 
various parts of the day. In English we have been looking at 

letter writing and the children have written some great letters 
based on our class book. 

 
In ICT, we have looked at designing computer games which 
the children seem to have enjoyed a lot, especially planning 

what will happen in their game on a storyboard.  In Science we 
have focussed on the water cycle. We have learnt how it is so 
vital to supporting life and that rain that falls on us may have 

come from miles away! 
 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 

Year 5 - Miss Chapman 
Star of the Week 

Amy Humphreys  

This week in Year 5, we have started our new topic 'Do you know 
how important our world is?'. This topic will be covering issues 

related to pollution and how we should be caring for our world. In 
English, we have discussed the positives and negatives of using 

plastic. We held a class debate and gave our points and reasons as to 
why we were arguing for and against. It is clear that we do care 

incredibly about our environment and gave some strong viewpoints! 
This then helped us to design a persuasive poster about the effects of 

plastic pollution and how we can educate others on how to reduce 
plastic pollution.  

 
 

In Maths, we have started exploring how to add and subtract decimal 
numbers up to 2 decimal places. We have discussed the importance 

of using the column addition/ subtraction method to support us, as it 
allows us to keep our place value correct.  

 
 

In R.E, we have discussed significant life events. We then listened to 
how Hindus see significant life events and how this relates to their 

beliefs about Karma.  
In Science, we have completed our cold task to show our 

understanding of Properties and changes of materials. We will review 
this again once we have completed this unit.  
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School toy request 
 

We have lots of lovely toys to play with in Reception but all of our resources 

are well loved and well used.  Lots of little hands play with them every day and 

over time they get a bit bashed and a bit broken.  We are looking for some new 

toys to add to our resources.  

 

If you are having a sort out of bedrooms and playrooms over the next few 

months and your child has outgrown some of their toys we would welcome any 

donations into Reception. 

 

We are particularly in need of: 

 

 Doctors/vets kits 

 Play food  

 Tea sets 

 Shopping bags/baskets 

 Pretend toy tools – saws, spanners etc 

 Large dolls and clothes 

 Cots and pushchairs 

 Pretend home toys- hoovers, irons, ironing boards etc 

 Hand puppets 

 Tents 

 Toy phones 

 Hats- firefighter, safari, builder helmets etc 

 Toy tills and money 

 

If you would like to donate any toys to us, please bring them to the covered 

bike shed near to the Reception entrance before or after school and we will 

quarantine them before introducing them into the classroom. 

 

Thank you very much x 
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